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that the Senate would remain an effective
political body. Some of these methods have
been tried even in the Indian Council of State.
But a second chamber can at best be only a re-
visory chamber, and the essentially democratic
first chamber will acquire the authority, finan-
cial and other, to enforce its views. Of course
the Australian Senate has by no means been
the failure that the Indian Council of State
has been? but neither has it enjoyed the political
importance, authority or dignity ol the Ameri-
can Senate, or the Bundesrat.
The Federal Court of the Australian Com-
monwealth is the authority for judicial inter-
pretation. It can, if the point is raised before
it, pass judgment on the validity of both
federal and state Acts. This power is not
expressly granted to it, but warrant for its
exercise is found in the principle of English
law that the Courts may declare void any Act
of a subordinate legislature which conflicts
with the Parliamentary Statute from which that
legislature derives its sanction.
The Commonwealth has been in existence
only for the last thirty years, and so the process
of judicial interpretation has not been in opera-
tion for very long. The relations between the